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PREFACE: 


tho'..on no - ood 'conſuleration: of the 'natuje of \thur 
Eluid; ) and if -withal the Inequality of the Earth's 
Surface at-firſt,” which Dr. Burnet- poſits augÞ, 
could. he Mechanically accounted far,'1 then ima 
could o 4 great Way in a new Hypoths | 
aick Creation, and'ihe De Atrwhich. time, a- 
bout. Eaſter 1.6957 :Dr../ oodward's Eſſay wes 
pode iaphck ; and rtad by me with-a great deal of 


Wi. y accord with, or tmtradi thoſe 
gan 10. entertain: about tbe: Pitts 

And as a little”. befare id: bad-obj mw IR 
bighly exuſevable to ſuppoſe. s. Fluid -nearer the Center 
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*\PREFACE. 


the: s erſality of the” Law of 4 tration, ſo 
Fe Mt onſtrated by Mr. exons of 4 Photon 1 
to try p her, if the. Earth mov'd_ in a "Circle 
64 the Flood, the becomis Etcentrical at that time 
would account for, and pts, $9 to thoſe 53 9dd Dayt, 
which we now have in ours akowe 360, an covey and 
regular Tear, which 1: was willy $3 imagin the Kt- 
tediluvians: had enjoy'd. But as this Calculatinns 
| fail'a Fl my reſe ext, Hopes, "[o it diſcover d a \Comnci- 
'waftly more remar able ; Pameiy, that the an- 
cient oak + ear, (14 ; if rhe fr s Ort 5 Circular, ex- 
attly corre, e with ; pre eng an gncient Lunzr, 
by reaſon of the accurate E Wo and Agreement 4 
the Excentticity of rhe Earth apith the Lunar Epa 
Which Coincidence 1 muſt own did in in he ' highe de 
gree pleaſe and F ſatisfy my Thoug ts 5 and. ave me 
ſome aſſurance of the truth, as. well a as prob 2" icy 
of my main Hypotheſis. th he 
Soon after this T Pa Lots. me remarkabje 
Way ' of© ry "The Reality of the Pg 24 by o the. Co- 
ret 5 ar 70 ſee, whether the Place of the Peri- 
helion, at 4 ich Tperceiv'd Ja Deluge muſt, 
beg; D, Soo d with-the Time of 1h, 
wer'd by Moſes. - 7, Ch no ſmal, fear 
appointment, Iirf'd*: an Eauing only. I think 
Me s Tables of "its Motion then by me 7 
\ _ bed ccordingly 


car 1 pre in 9: ime 2, e ſecond Ti 
from the Autumnal INOX. x 
Soon after this T frat? out another pl. more {ur 
way of if difec covering the time, 'nay the ery day 0 The 
beginnih *f the Flood from fn onomy, and.[/o of 
trying whetber The former coincidences were by cbance, 


cr nf 'd by the reality - of that Paſſage of the Co- 
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PREFACE. 
be#t am - truth: of that- Hypotheſis which by . 0. many 
trials þ y0ud expetation, approved it ſelf ts me; 
Hfter all this 1 ti[comtr'd, as 1 thouphr, that the 
" Ocean was an effett and remitins of the Waters of the 
Deluge 3 and that rhe paſſing by of the Comet would 
diftinguiſh the Earth 1 into wa Continents, and inter- 
poſe -an' Ocean" betwixt 'em. Butt here in my firſt 
—__ Fas ſtopt a little, and fear d that this laſt 
| would overturn my other” x 3 becauſe the Po- 
"of the Centers of Mea rvo Contitents would de- 
termine. the time of the Tear when the Comet paſs d 
by; - boy nd that, as my firſt thoughts repreſented to me, 
ma downright oppoſition to my other accounts of that 
matter. But it proved 'quite otherwiſe, for as all my 
former fears had come to nothing, but 'ended to my ut- 
oſt. ſatisfation; ſo on a more exat# conſideration 1 
fone this Poſition nf th the Centers of the two Continent 
ſo {o-exatth th the time of the of 
the fn ed by the other methods, that in cad 
y 1-percein d, with afure enea b, -it 
þ en 7 and ſecur d the ſame.. . And: then, as 
bigneſs of the Comer, and the ſroeral atber <- 
enclincts.o along, they generally oecur'd readily to 
wghts as T wet on; Td pared ac hav ar 
oc ar notice taken of them-in this place. 
But I think: ſomewhat before 1. had proceeded ſo 
far," I'drew up a haſty in erfelt. drang of my no- 
_ tions, t0*commiunicate- to. Friends, hnd t cially 
to -Dr. Bentley immediately, and 109 My. Newton 
. afterwards, whom 1 actori Lo waited on, the firſt 
at London, and the other as I (im attendance on my 
Lord Biſhop of Norwich) paſs'd by Cambridge ; 
which was,” 1 think, about Whiclontide, rhe ſame 
Year 1695. And having now by the Hints ayd Di- 
refions I recerved from theſe Learned Perſons, efpeci- 
cd from the latter 5 and by a more accurate re roles 
an 
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PREFACE. 


and rec $946 hs. of the whole, inuch corretied, i 
prov ed my. Hypotbeſs; and took in ſe 
weral 7 Jus ay mare as they occurr'd to me'y" 
cially that moſt remarkable one about the lowneſs \ 
Caucalas now, and its. greater altitude at :the De- 
on. which 1 lay, ſo. much ſtreſs in my Book, 1 
Fay: LL, Chupdah Aigeft the whole into'a > 
ſteme, and began to make. it ready for Ar. New 
con's Review,. and. to. think of puttin OS 
6 Onlz.1 was fill ſomewhat + ants, abogt 'Dr. 
oodward's Obſervation of the time of the Tear in 
Mr 1 the Plants. buried at the Deluge were lodg'd 
in their ſeveral. places 5 whence he bad ſtated the 
commencing. thereof b half 8 'Year differently from that 
which all my ways. of determining it afſur'd me of. 

In this difficulty I wrote to the Dottor for a og 
tion of ſome Queries relating 10 thoſe Plants, and re- 
ceived gab anſwer, part of which is in my Book 

pa foundation, 1 tought, to clear "the 
1 turn'd what was before a ſhrewd Ob- 


2 * which my Hypotheſis aſſign d -in the Caſe. 
17 Thus che of "= bin Fmt as with my 
4s 


ith conſi , and noſmall de- 
be, of Pacigy« and ſatisf ation; till 1 brought it ro 
an intire Sy @nd ſent it to Cambridge for Mr. 


Newton's.  þ Review, and Corre&:on. * Which be- 
ing over, and communicated. to me, 1 ſoon bt it 
"_ ms roo orm, . and only. added that Prelimi- 
ourle, hich partly. on another occaſion,” 1 
bed; in F ood meaj; ure finiſh'd befores and which T found 
would be b 
great moment jn the following Theory, This is a true 
$7 faith ry account, as far as my memory tan mow 
recollett the Particulars, of the progreſs of this matter, 
and of 'the. occaſions of the ſeveral diſcveries contain'd 
is the New Godey. *Tis 


, into areal Rs #0 that "time of 
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"47%" thine, hint brought "my "Manuſcript to 
2M. Newton the!" time, be rold me (what I ne- 
a9 beard ſyllable of "before 5 and of 'which I know 

- nothing particularly*to this bour : ) that he bad beard, 

' My. Halley (s Perſon ſufficient.and deſervedly 

0 itent in the Learned World) bail propos'd Reaſons 
"#r Greſhar-College Þby a" Comet conld nor cauſe 


" The Caſe ſeems to me to be this. Tho' many Wit 
. men, with wariety of Keys, belonging to other places, 
ſhould long puzzle themſekyts in vam in the opening 
of a Door : and One of a worſe charatter, who bad © 
the good fortune to find the true one, ſhould with eaſe 
let them into the Cloſet ; yet I think He, who upon 
'l' . rhis ſhould value bimſelf,” and expett a great degree 
off Commendation, would thereby only demonſtrate 
that he deſeru'd but a wery little ſhare of it. The 
Application is eaſy 3 and tho' I perhaps do believe that 
T have found a Key, and- have open'd and' cxplain'd 


ſome 
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Points conſequence, m the New .Theory : 
Fong _ own and adore the Diving Provi- 
dence in all the Succe Fed pagan, #4 with 
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have for the FOO. rf of unaccountable Mi 
racles.on all .occaſions,.. than. by. any / other den 
cretory -Objeftions againſt me ; *ris probable 
he would rather privately: have 5 6G Ps 
his Difficulries, ay LEE oo oe the bit 
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and leading it as it were in Triumph afte 
Conqueſt he had been”gaining over the Si one. 
But not to expoſtulate this procedure with 
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capable of 
anet,or Earth ill a : long time 


ho its p eribelion ... z..Qr indeed till "tis: return” " 
from the vaſt and cold Regions beyond Saturs ; 
I wonder we «Rs 1s ar fear. it would be not 
ſo vehemently hot.as to be 
add Solids. will be ſuffi- 
SAO hot 2 ro time Mfior their Light or viſ- 


' ighe a: 


ble Fire is gone ;- 606k don't ima 


mets deſcending ta.the Sun can be 
er. than Juch a_;coaling -Ball. of 


cer. and. | 
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much hot- 


"that Co- 


Tron: as. to illuminate the Regions about them 


for. many hundred, if not thouſand 
ether. 


Miles to 


by d.then as .to the Sung; ' which is al- 
low'd. to ſhine through- the Atmoſpheres'of Co- 
 mets while they remain ſuch, if Mr.\Kez can 
pom. that the Words of Moſes refer to the paſt 


Ages,. and. not toghe time of. the cominencing 
t.th SIR yah, prin prinei 
All. Commentators I think 
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find eſtabliſh'd here on Earth, -do niot ſo urji- 

| verſally obtain in the Atmoſpheres of.Comecs : 

2 which I confeſs the conſideration of their Phu- 
nomena has always oblig'd me to believe, and _ 
which any one. who reads a Page or two may glue. «. 
eaſily ſee I was aware of when I wrote my $e8. 4. 
Theory. _ The, Introduion of the particular 
Laws, Powers, and Properties of Bodies with 
'us, (that of Univerſal Gravity ever excepted ;) 
being in my Opinion there, explain'd the Imme- 
diate effe&t of the Spirit of God, who is ſaid to 
have moved 0 the face of the Waters at the ver 

' beginning of the*Moſaick Creation. And 7 
much TI hope may ſuffice to ſhew the inconſe- 
quence of this Argument ; and that my -An- 

[wer is no preſent Evaſion of an.emergenc Dif. . 
ficulty, bur my ſetled Thoughts ever ſince I 

wrote the New Theory... And the conſideration 

of this matter ' will afford a like Anſwer to 

what is with ſome ſhew of Strength urg'd in 

the next place 5 


da 
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' (3.) If the Sand, Stones; and Gravel of our Earth pag.184; 
were formerly in the Atmoſphere of a Comet, which 185. 
& once in every Revolution prodigiouſly ſcoreb'd by the 


15S ws © 0 'Þ 


-2 nearneſs of the Sun, they muſt formerly  hawe been 
d- melted, become tranſparent, and been turn'd into.Glaſs; 
8 becauſe ſuch is now the natural Effe& of a wiolent de- 
Tr | gree of Heat with us in the like caſe. I anſwer : 
| | But chen, as we have juſt now obſery'd, we 
ie” can't univerſally reaſori from the State and Phe- 
Me” nomena of a Planet after its Formation, to the 
'Y Chaotick Condition it was in before. Tho? in 
= truth we do not need this Anſwer in the pre- 
s fent Caſe ; For neither is it certain; that becauſe 
d B ſach 
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[6] 
ſuch grofs' and'xompounded Bodies on Lique- 
faction become Glaſs , that therefore their firft 
elementary Atoms, - or primary Duſt, ſcatrer'd 
l ſeparately in the vaſtneſs of the Armoſphere, 
would then have been ſubje& to the ſame Mu- 
tation. 'Norif that were granted, does Mr. Keil 
know that either our Earth, or the Comet that 
came by at the Flood, was one of thoſe which 
approach fo near the Sun, as that the Effects he 
mentions muſt be unavoidable in them ; tho” 
wy ſhould be fo in others; whoſe Peribelia ex- 
poſe them to the utmoſt degree of Scorching 
imaginable. But to mvceod. 
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P.185.&; (4) Tx ObjeFed that there s no need of a 
-Central hot Solid to ſooe the Orig of Springs, and 
ſuch other Phznomena of Nature, ' they being bet- 
ter accounted for by-other means 3, mor if there were 
a Centril bot Solid, could its Heat be here ſenſible, 
becauſe the Hear of a very wehement Fire can't penc- 
trate @ ſtone Wall of a few Feet in thickneſs. 
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\ Now as to the Reality of an internal Heard, 
below-the influence of the Sun, in the Bowels 
of the Earth, *tis undeniable matter of fact, and 
mult be'accounted for, whatever become of the 
Origin of Springs, or'the like Phanomena ; and 
ſo it may be heedful to admit a hot Central 
Solid, even tho* fuch Effeats as T with Dr. H#o0d- 
ard am willing to aſcribe to an Hear, ſhould 

: be deducible from other «cauſes. Tho' truly 
1 don't 'think that account Mr. Kel! refers to 
here bf the Origin 'of Fountains fo univerſal, 
as to ſtand in'no need of 'ſabterranean Va- 
pours: For which, tho” I believe T can give good - 
reaſons ; yet I don't think it at all-neceflary'at 
| preſent 
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prodqun to' engage in ſo long, and ſomewhat 
foreign aControverſy. But then as to the con- 
finement of heat by a Wall of no great thickneſs, 
*tis a very different caſe from our Earth :  whcre 
the Heaec ever aſcending upwards, has firſt aFluid 
ro heat; which when har-in' one place, will 
thereby be heated throughour:; 'and after that, - 
has a cruft of Earth, fomewhar looſely put: to- 
gether, and multitudes of Perpendicular Fiſſures 
quice through it, with other pores and horizontal 
Fiſſares', to permit the paſſage 'of the warm 
Steams to the upper Regions. | Beſides all which, 
the Heat is not merely deriv'd: anew from the 
Central Solid ; but has been, by its means, ever 
preſerv'd ſince it ſelf was deriv'd from the Sun 
at the ancient Peribelia. All which circum- 
ſtances do ſo much alter the caſe, that if 
Mr. Keil had been aware of them, I Mrdey ſup- 
poſe he would have much inſiſted on this as a 
mighty difficalev in-my Book. 

e are now come tothe principal doubt of >, :89, 
all, which relates to my Interpretation of. this 
Fourth day's Work, fo as to 'exclude the Ori- 
ginal Creation of the heavenly Bodies | at 
that time. Wherein 'Mr. Ke thinks I have 
not exaatly obſery'd my own Firſt Poftulatum, 
but receded from the 'Letrter of the Scripture, 
wichout ſufficient Reaſons:for ſo doing.  As.to 
whichPoint,I muſt ſtill own that Lambyno means 
of Mr. Keill's mind ; and ſince he only delivers 
his opinion without producing kis particularRea+ 
ſons, 'or enervating any of thoſe T had ſo large- 
ly given: for what T aſſerted, I fee no occaſion 

or a farther Vindication at preſent ; and ſo ſhall 
ſtill leave that marrer to the conſideration of the 


Free .and impartial Reader. However, ſince 
B 2 here 


-here occur fome- particular Difficulties, I ſhall 


take notice of ſuch-of them as have. not already 
been conſider'd. TOR 


Pag. 190, | '(F.) Tis objefied, That becauſe Comets have no 
I9I. ſecondary One# moving about them , the Moon, our 
ſecondary Planet, muſt either hawe been really created, 
or at leaſt. broug bt into our Neighbourhood on the fourth 
Day'; which. being therefore the importance of the 
2vord Made with relation to one, ought to be taken 
in the ſame ſenſe when referr'd to the other of the 
beavenly Bodies : and ſo my Interpretation of this day's 
work, which, 4s built on other Principles, muſt be a 


miſt a ke - 


Now, tho” I might ask why the Moon might 
nota; well have come into our Neighbourhood 
before, as juſt-upon this day, in caſe ſhe had 
not of old been our Companion ? Yet to'put 
this matter to another-iſſue, I defire Mr. Keil to 
prove that no- Comets have any Satellites revol-. 
ving about them. For my part, I think the Ob- 
fervations we have yet made about Comets are 
not nice nor numerous enough to. determin this 
Point. Nay-rather, what the Hiſtories of man 
Comets relate about the various: Shapes and Fi- 

ures | they have ſometimes ; appeared under, 

gems to-me hardly accountable, unleſs we al- 
low lefler Comets to, have been Companions to 
the greater, and. by their various Poſitions: and 
other circumſtances/to have ogcafion'd ſome at- 
leaſt of that variety and ſtrangeneſs in many of 
their Phenomenc, which not a few Accounts 


[1 


confirm to. us. 
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[9] 
(6.) *Tis alledg'd, that before the Sun became vi- P.191, &c, 
fible, *tis not" ſuppoſable that on the ſecond Day of the 
Creation his Heat could raiſe Vapors enow to fill the 


Seas, Lakes, and Rivers in the primitive Earth ; on 
which yet my account of their Original is entirely built. 


Now not to 'examin the Computation which 
Mr. Kei/l makes uſe: of about the quantity of Wa- 
ter rais'd and falling in a year, which I ſuppoſe 
may be accurate enough : Nor to enquire how 
little: the Heat of the Sun» may be diminiſh'd on 
the Earth by-ſo few. Vapors: collected together, 
as' may. yet be ſufficient to hide his Body from 
our-fight; I would ask Mr. Keill, What if the Sun 
in half a year did not draw up Vapors enow to 
make the thouſandrh part of the preſent Ocean ? 

What is this 'to-me 2 who afſert' there was no 
Ocean till-the Deluge, nor no other than ſmall 

Seas and'Lakes,* perhaps..not containing much 
more'than/a thouſandth part: of-the Water that 

is now upon/the Earth. And-this is ſo viſible 

in my Book, that-I prove. there was before the 

Flood no:Ocean, by this: very-reafon, That the $olur. 7; 
Sun could: not draw up Vapors::enow in half a 
years time to compoſe fo vaſt a collection of 
Waters: - Which if Mr. Kei#} had been pleas'd:to 
obſerve, he:might have ſpar'd me the pains of 
anſwering ſuch an ObjeRion. . 

Having proceeded thus far in my.own Vindi- 
cation, I:muſt:now, according to:my promiſe, 
be {q ingenuous as co own that much of Mr. Keill's : 
Reaſoning! againſt. my Third Hypotheſis of an ©-193,$6- 
Only. Annuat:motion of the Earth before the 
Fall, and:fo'of :a half . year of Cold and-Dark- 
nels together, '(-without a greater freedom” of 

+ ; B 3 thought 
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thought than I expe& in moſt Readers) taken 
as 'tis at preſent laid down in ny. Book; is ftrong 
and forcible, and unleſs I fly to ſach Evaſions 
as Þ have reſolv'd-againſt, not eafily. to be ayoid- 
ed: | But then I-muſt- defire Mr. Keill to do me. 
ſo. much Juftice, as to remember that I told the 
Reader I had ſomewhat farther to ſay in the 
caſe "which might therefore; by. a private &n- 
qQuiry, have been firſt. underſtood | before. this 
whole Propoſition, of ſo great Impbrtance, had: 
been abſolutely reje&ed. My: Words are theſe: 
© This, when rightly: conſider'd; may ſave me 
© the labour of returning any otter Anſwer to: 
the particulat Difficulty here niention'd; and. 
<:0f enlarging upon ſeveral other chings which 

t be faid,-ro/-great ſacisfaRtion, on: the; 
<<. preferit occation!; /('Fhat upon. this Qpportuy: 


_ nity therefore: I miy fully clear my-Hypotheſis 


from this: Obyious;: Popular;-/and- not inconſt 
derable Objection, :Þ:{hall endeavour. to' ſer this 
matieri in a new/and:cleat Light. And tho':I 


c 
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in which they were to revolve immediately af. 
ter (they were intirely form'd., and 'were'to be 
univerttly jnhabiecd : Yet I muſt now add, 
what I at firft had ſome imperfe& Thoughts a- 
bout, that this Reduction of the-very Oblong 
and Eccentrical Orbit of our Earth whilſt ic was 
a Comet, . into a Uniform, Concentrical and 
Circular one, which I ſuppoſe it had-before the 
Deluge, may juſtly be allow'd to have been 
gradual, and not done, at once : the greateſt 
part at the Commencing of the Moſaick Crea- 
tion, and .the reſt at the Commencing of the 
Diurnal Rotation afterwards. ( As-indeed the 
Diurnal: Rotation could not Mechanically be- 
gin, I mean by the oblique Collifion of a Co- 
met , . but that the annual Orbit would thereby 
be alter'd alſo.) . Which being ſuppos'd ;: and 
that Providence adjuſted all circumſtances fo as 
ſhould be. moſt to the: advantage of Paradiſe ; 
We ſhall: then have the Earth revolving in a 
moderate E/lip/is, without any Diurnal Rotation 
about-che:Sun-in.the Space of a Year ; (Tho' the 
exad length of chat Year will not now be deter- 
minable :), A Day and a Year will be all one : 
We ſhall have that Diameter of the Earth which 
paſs'd through Paradiſe, : parallel to 'the Tonger 
Axis of that Ellipfis it revolvd in: And withal, 
we ſhall have the' place. of Paradiſe, reſpe&ting 
the ſame fixt Stars with the-Per:helion of the EL 
lipfss. Which being ſuppos'd ,, as the Circulas 
Obie is much the- beſt, for a Globe inhabited all 
round, that providing equally for-the conyeni- . 
ence of, both Hemiſpheres ; So-.is this Eliprick 
Orbit the beſt for a Globe inhabited but in-one 
place, as the Earth .was in-the Primitive State ; 
this providing proukarty for 'the happineſs of 


that 
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that particular Spot where alone the living part 
of the Creation was'to reſide ; as on conſidera- 
tion will eafily appear. Thus, for inſtance, che 
heat of the day-time would gradyally increaſe 
before, and decreaſe after noon: but yet would 
never be violent; becauſe almoſt all the increaſe 
of the Heat by the Sun's riſing above the Hori- 
zon ſtill higher and higher in the Forenoon or 
Spring, would be prevented by his real receding 
from the Earth, and approaching nearer his 4- 
pigeon during the fatrie time ; | & wice, vers, in 
the Afcernoon or Summer; which would ren- 
der the ſtate of the Air more equable and uni- 
form, and leſs uneaſy or inconvenient than any 
other method whatſoever. Thus alfo not only 
the Cold of the Night, (which by ouEthen be- 
ing neareſt the Sun would be inconſiderable ; ) 
bue'the Duration and Darkneſs thereof ( two 
very fevere_and frightful Phzvomena in my for- 


mer Hypothefis / would be entirely avoided. For 


the whole Night would then bear no more pro- 
portion to 'the entire Nvy2#ueey, than in the E- 
lipfts* the Area p By bears' co the whole Area 
HBGF : Suppoſe the Proportion of -1 te 6, 
which will amount to no' more than'two 
Moniths.' Out of which Night-cime, we muff 
dedu&'the.two Crefuſcula, each of about half a 
Mosth, 'which reduces now 'the Darkneſs « 

the Night -to a fngle Month ;* Ojit of 'which 
another half Month4s" to be ſtill deducted for 
the Moon's being above' the Horizon, and en- 
kgheening the'Farth'? So that" at laſt; if the 
Moon's Crepuſtula be at all allow'd for, we ſhall 
ſcarce have a"ſingle'Week of pure Darkneſs in 
the whole' Year. "Which 'Hypot eſis *does at 


the firſt View £6/fully rake off the'popular Ob-, / 
CLE ....:.M= | 
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jetions made againſt me 5 and affords ſo eaſy 
and natural a Solution of the Difficulties urg'd 


by -Mr. Kel ; beſides its peculiar Ficneſs to ren- 
der the primary Animals, and” particularly our 


- firſt Parents happy, and their ſtate to the utmoſt 


degree Paradiſiacal ; that I ſhall add no more 
in confirmation of it, but leave it to Mr. Keil''s 
and the Intelligent Readers own Conſideration. 
Only before I paſs on, I cannot but take notice 


of a great miſtake of'Mr. KeilPs about the quan- 


tity of Heat in the primitive Earth from my Hy- 
potheſis, which he reckons: ſome hundred of 
times as great as in the' preſent State : which I 
am ſure muſt be a plain Error, and all its Con- 
ſequences, which he from thence draws againſt 
me, without any foundation. . The Heat ther, 
for the light half year, being but the ſame quan- 
tity of Heat all at'once ; which ow at times, 
and with interruptions we' are partakers of. 
Which may deſerve Mr. K:i//s conſideration and 
correction, 

| Weare now come to the principal Part of my 


Theory, the Account of the Deluge. of Noab : 


againſt which, 'tis objeRted by Mr. Keil, 
(7.) That the Preſence of a Comet, tho" it would 


P.203,&Cc. 


cauſe conſiderable Tides in the Seas above, yet it could 


not in the Abyſs below the Earth : becauſe this latter 


i pent in, -and cloſely ſhut up within a thick and (0-.' 


lid Cruſt of Earth, and bas therefore no room to raiſe 
it ſelf as the Waters of the Seas have. 


Now in anſwer - to this, I wonder how 
Mr. Keil! comes to imagin the Orb of Earth to 


| be fo compa and ſolid a Sphere, as to be able 


ro overcome the great Impulſe, which on the 
av. 3 8 . N Comet's 
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Comet's approach the Abyſs would, make upon 
it ? In my Hypotheſis, 1 am fure, it had'only 
the Conſiftence of adjoining Columns fioking 
down together into the fame Fluid, and that 
extreamly broken, divided, and ſhacter'd at the 
commencing of the Dizrnal Rotation; when 
great Numbers of Clefts and Fiſſures were every« 
where made through it, and the Orb by con- 
ſequence diſpos'd to a diviſion and ſeparation 
of Parts upon any conſiderable Tmpulſe whacſo- 


ever. One might almoſt as well aſſert, that a 


P.Io4,&c. 


our Air, tyibg in fo ſmall a a ec 0" 


Floor of disjoined Planks laid croſs the Thames, 
without any faftneſs on either fide could ſuſtain 
the force of the Tide, and prevent its Aſcent ; 
as thac our Cruſt of Earth, ſo cleft and alsjoined 
as it was; ſhould be able co foftain the force of 
the Tide in the Abyfs, and prevent its Aﬀcent, 
and thoſe Effeas which would be conſequent 
thereupon. | A. 


- 


(8.) *Tis objefted, that the Ex | 
deriv'd from the Comet, would, by paſſing through the 
Air, and its reſiſtence at their foſ# deſcent, be all 
turn'd into Water; tnd fo, tho" this may at once'drown 
the World, yet it will not account for rhe long Rains 
of forty Days, to which the Deluge of Noah was 


s nr Vapore 


principally owing. 


Now in anſwer to this T ſay, That tho*much' 
the greateſt'part of the Vapors ſhould have been 
at firſt tarn'd into Water, and'ſo continued, yet 
'tis hard' that Mr. Keil} will not allow many of 
them to eſcape the ſame ; enow at leaſt to make 
a conſtant Rain for forty days yn Iam 
ſure *tis' rome ftrange, that ſo thin a Body as 
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Earth, as the. height of not very many Miles 
(for. much higher 'tis fo very thin as to be per- 
tectly incqgſiderable) ſhould have the good luck 
to ſtop, arreſt, and condenſe all and eyery part 
'fo immenſe. and ſwift a d ing Column 
of. Vapors as we have here to be conſider'd. But 
belides, ( not to queſtion whether Mr. Keill's 
method of reducing Vapors into Rain-water be 
univerſal or not: ) Let it be Crapird that theſe 
hot Vapors were at their firſt deſcent forc'd to- 
gether. ; yet till that quantity of Heat which 
caus'd and continued their gegree of Expanſion 
in the 'Comet's Atmoſphere or Tail were mig: 
tily diminiſh'd, and chey become as cool as Va- 
pors-turning into Water with us, till then I fay, 
whatſoever their firſt violent Motion might on 
the ſudden produce, yet their own proper Heat 
would: immediately. rarify lee again, and fo 
elevate 'em to a proportionable ' height in the 
ir, and capacitate them to produce that con- 
tinual forty days Rain, which appears to have 
had ſo great a ſhare in the Univerſal Deluge. 


(9.).*Tis objeted, That the' a perforated Cylin- 
der of Stone or Marble, . Ps upon Water m an 
exatHy equal Cylindrical Veſſel under it, would thereby 
force it, or any lighter Fluid on its Surface through 


' the, holes upwards; yet the Preſſure of the Additional 


Earth could not cauſe the 


Waters upon the Cruſt 
Frauen of the Dent id, or of any Warers lying 


' apon-it in. the Bowel: of the Earth, on ſeveral accounts; 


particulorly becauſe im the firſt aſe the Cylinder is 
ſpecifically heavier than Water, but in the ſecond the 
$4 " Earth is lighter thant the Denſe Fluid under # : 
which Mr, Keill ſuppoſes does wholly alter the caſe. 


Now 
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Now in anſwer to this I fay, If Mr. Keill de- 


fire it, I will put a Cylinder of Wood, which - 


is lighter than Water, inſtead of one of Stone 
or Marble which is heavier ; and I do not 


doubr of the truth of the Experiment in'this, 


caſe, if that will afford him ſatisfation. But 
indeed I perceive by all Mr. Keil/s Reafoning 
here, that, he miſtakes my Notion; ' and that 
*ris 'but ſenticg him right-in this; and' all his 
difficulties will vaniſh of their own accord. TI 
fay then, and I am ſure Mr. Kell can't _con- 
tradi& it, that a Kehter Solid will as truly 
preſs a 'Fluid heavier that it ſelf, till it 1s 
funk ſo deep as the known Law of Hydroſta- 
ticks requires, as a ſolid that is Specifically 
heavier : And if by its cloſeneſs of texture, 
and want of room about it, it be hindred from 
really deſcending fo far, it will continually preſs 
the Fluid, and force it upwards, or any' way 
where there: are any Holes and Fiſlures 'with- 
out an equal degree of preſſure upon: them. 
And this certainly is the prefent Caſe, © Sup- 
pole the Columns of Earth at the beginning 
were 2oo Miles in Depth, in - the whole, 'and 
taken together but half fo: Denſe as the- Fluid 
on which' they rely'd ;' Then”'at the Moſaick 
Creation',, when the Strata of | the Columns 
were not, yet conſolidated #but ' every where 
previous to the Fluid-, 'the ſeveral Columns 


would, as Mr. Keil! well knows, fink 1x00 Miles 


mto. the Fluid, and the other roo Miles would 
be extant above it. If 'now. after the Conſo- 
lidation of \the Strata, when the Orb can't ſink 


freely. as before , a New addition be made ar - 
_the top of each Column (whether of lighter 


* - 9, * o o 
or heavier matter” 'tis all. one ) equal in weight 
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to two Miles of the ſame Column'; which is 
juſt the caſe of the Deluge : In this ſtate *tis 
evident that the preſſure of two intire Miles 
of each Column, being ſo prodigiouſly great, 
muſt ſqueeze the Fluid upward through the 
Fiſſures ( which were juſt open'd, and fill'd 
with Water tothe height of perhaps 60 or 70 
Miles , from the ' Neighbouring Earth © Sa- 
cur'd with the fame) and thereby throw 
out the incumbent Water , and perhaps it 
ſelf upon the Face of the Earth. And 
this the more eaſily, becaufe the preſſure was 
from the Water, which would lie chiefly in the 
Valleys, whilſt the- Fiſſures were moltly in the 
Mountains, and ſo above the. Surface of the 
Cortex; which otherwiſe by running into them, 
would a little ſtop the upward current, and re- 
tard the motion. of the aſcending Waters. 
Which things being , I think, undeniably true, 
and plainly expreſsd in my B6ok, I muſt be a 
little ſurpriz'd that one fo well Vers'd in Hydro- 
ftaticks as Mr. Keill, ſhould be ſo perplex'd in 
this matter. All Mr. Xeil's Demonſtrations ſup- 
poſe either that not the Water on the Earth, but 
in the Fiſſures did contribute to raiſing the Fluid 
through them ; which I could not be fo childiſh 
as to imagine. -.Or that the ſeveral Columns of 
Earth had .Tee liberty , and could ſubſide as far 
as occaſion ſhould be ; which I have in my Book, 
as well as here, ſhew'd they could not, Or that 
a preſſure frong a Column ſpecifically heavier 
than the Fluid is neceſſary to raiſe it upward ; 
when *tis evidently all one, though it be lighter. 


' So that upen the whole, I think Mr. Keil might 


have ſpar'd thoſe peremptory words which. he 


uſes in this point. * From all-this it is Jemon- 


" ©'B ratively- 


Remarks, 
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& pratively evident , that by no ſort of prefſure 


*of the Incumbent Fluid, the Abyſs could be 


*forced upwards to ſpread it ſelf on the Surface 
* of the Earth. Which T hope on farther con- 
ſideration he will think fit to retract. 


P.2i5,8&&c, {( 10.) *Tis Objefed, That whereas 1 derive '# 


haſt half the Waters of the Deluge from the Bowel: 
of the Earth, this is impoſſible ; becauſe there can be 
0 Sphere or Colle#ion of Waters between the Earth 
and the denſe Fluid, which js the only place beſides, in 
Ar. Keill's Opinion, the Fiſſures themſeloues, capable 
of containing the ſame. Os. wg 


In Anſwer whereto I cannot but ſay *tis 
ftrange Mr. Keil ſhould look for Subterraneous 
Waters every where elſe but where I always 
plac'd *em ; in the pores and cavities of all the 
lower Earth. And T imagine Mr. Keil himſelf 
will not. deny that .60. or 70 Miles together of 
the. inward Earth, fatur'd and full wich Water, 


might afford much more than we have occaſion | 


for at the Deluge ; and {q_ might eafily ſup 

the Fiffures, ne auf, rei for 5 Ai 
together, with enough. to go' more than half 
way. in. the laying the Surface of the whole 
Earth under Water. However, ſince we know 
not, .nor did I ever directly affign, in what pro- 
portion the two ſeveral cauſes of the Deluge con- 
rributed their ſhares thereto ; 'my Theory is not 
concern'd, though no more Water was thrown 
out upon the Earth than fill'd che Fiffures, as 
high as the Earth was ſatur'd with Water-at the 


 .  Moſkick Creation: which Quantiry even Mr. KeiZ 
feems not unwilling to allow 'me. . As'to the 


! 


'Denſe Fluid ic ſelf, and whether the force px 
reap -. 
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great enough any where to caſt any quanticy 


thereof out 'upon the Earth, I know not how 
to determine. Though ſo far I am ſure , that 
vaſt quantities of it might have been on the 
Earth without any of its appearing now above 
ground ; which is Mr. Ke:l's Objetion in this 


caſe. For unleſs there was more than Satur'd, - 


and perhaps Conſolidated with, the' Sediment 
of the Waters (which now, as Mr. Keill will 
grant, compoſes '\at leaſt two or three hundred 


- Feet thickneſs of our preſent Earth: ) T am ſure 


-we are not, ( on account of- their mighty gra- 
vity bearing *em to the bottom of the whole 


* - Fluid,) to expe any remains of it in the Seas 


or Ocean, no nor in any Pits, Holes, or 
Valleys upon the preſent Earth. | 

And here Mr. Kel is fo kind as to afford me 
a breathing time, and to grant ſor many of m 


ſolutions to be' right at once ; namely all thoſe _ 


relating to. Dr. Woodward's Eſſay, and the Sedi- 
ment of the Deluge ; that I cannot but own 
my real Joy on this occaſion : That the force 
of my reaſoning ſhould here prove fo ſtrong as 


P., 217. 


to ſatisfy even Mr. Keill ( who ſeems fo little to -- 


acquieſce in many other of my Arguments) in 
that intire point, of which I muſt grant my ſelf, 
from any enquiries of my own, to be the leaſt 
Maſter, of all other in my *Book. And truly 
T muſt fay that I chink Mr. Keil, by confefling 
that TI have convincingly enough proy'd that a 
Comet paſs'd by. the Earth at the Deluge ; and 
that All Dr. Woodward's Phenomena are rightly 
accounted for 'by that eaſy Hypotheſis I crook 
concerning them ; By theſe conceflions, I ſay, 
T believe Mr. Keil] has done more to eſtabliſh 
my Book, than all his Objetions will avail k 
Ay I 


*77 
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reje& it: And himfelf is therefore much mors 


my ,Friend and 'Patron. than he ever , intend- 
ed have been by theſe Remarks .on my, - 
7iS-ry. But to leave this Digreflion; and proceed 
to the , ' | 


P.221,8c; (11.) And Laſt ObjeFion 5 which. is this, That * 
though I. can eaſily fetch as much Water as I-bave 06- 
caſion for upon the Earth to drown # ; yet [ have 
m0 way to get handſomly rid of it again ; and conſe- 
quently my ſolutions of the Phatomena of the uni- 

-==q werſal Deluge come to nothing, and all at laſt muſt. be 
reſoly*d into Miracle, Dt, 
| Now how it has come to paſs that this drain- 
ing off the Waters of the Deluge has been ſa | 
much ttuck at, -I cannot tell : The thing ic ſelf |} 
having, I think, no difficulty in it. Certainly, | 
the pores and interſtices of 3o or 40. Miles of 
, dry Earth are capable of receiving 3 or 4 Miles 
of Water into 'em : and certainly the ſame 
'Fiflures which permitted the aſcent of the, Fluids 
from beneach before, - would after the ceaſing of 
that force permit the deſcent of the Waters o 
che Deluge ; and by degrees in length of - time 
draw them off, and'ſo leave the Earth as it now 
appears to us. .For what 15 in the perpendicular 
Fiſſures will ſideways run into, and CR. by 
the Horizontal Fiſſwres and other paſſages, all the 
Neighbouring Earth ; which-.if Mr. Ke doubts 
.. of, let him but make a hole in the Earth, and 
fill it wich. Water, and ſee. whether he do not 
perceive-the Neighbouring parts to be moiſtened WW 
| and the hole. co be ſoon empty enough to re- 
quire a_new ſupply ; notwithſtanding: there be 
no - fubterraneous Cavern ready to - receive. it: 
which eaſy experiment may-go a great way to 
i convince 


convince: Mer. Keill that the removing the Waters 


I. of the ITE, is no. ſuch inſuperable Problem, as 
Y he ſeems ro ppoſe it; 


"Thus I have gone chrough the while Body of 
the RefleRtions made by Mr. Keil on my New 
a bope I have obferv'd the Rules 


6= w "a $\ getre * T at ficſt- ſer my falf i in this 
ye Reply :And all tac I, in-my wirn, ſhall claim 
e- Þ| of him, in caſe he think fit "to make any Re- 
11- | ner, is this; That he would be' careful chere- 
be WW in tobbſerve the Tame Rules himfelf, which he 

expected from me ;- and be as ready to own any 
n- &. facsfactionT may! have bee him in any points, 
lo | a5 to-feinforce thoſe :cions he - m: " 
if is "not yer be ſatisfied about. And as I 
ly. | wy lingly corre&.,any occaſional- miſtakes whe-: 
of |'F cher in other points, or-in the Mathematicks of 
es Mt} thy Book (a few of which, tho" of no il} con- 
ne W fquenceto the Theory it lf, I am conſcious of ) 
ds || if it ever come to a- Second Edition; Sa in or- 


of |ſ der cherero I ſhall heartily thank. Mr. Keill, .or 

of | wa Rk elſe,” who, ſhall be ſo kind as by Let- 
| rerto/inform-me of any of them. 

wy "Py Gahoy OF Aft 2 

or -Thave now dobe with Mr:Keil's Remabkemh my 


Jy 19; and before we; part, I ſhall only deſire 
he to anſwer plainly co 2 queltion-or wo re- 
Mts | '20/rhe matter now in debate between us; 
ad all Hen take my leave: 

ot ; 


T2) rg Mr. "Reill ears that =” SA 
oaſs'd by at the-Deluge,” and yer coritends that 
the Flood is not to be folv'd" therefrom, bur js 
to. be-believ'd ron miraculous ; To what 
| —”—_— did the ;- Comet. A FOO: mn 


3» 


\Cps 3 


=o make the Earth's Ocbir Rpt ? A 
ſtrange, unheard of; and moſt ſurpr Ang Phar 
nomenon happens inthe World ! 4 F 

which. we but ſeldom diſcover: at a! 1nce 
in. the /Heavens,, deſcends hard by this body. 
our. Earth ; -which withqut the Lt, cxat- 
nefs, in+che Chain, of Providence ow a hap- 
pen in ;thou ds, nay 1 ns: ; 

as. ſoon as ever tis pals'd by, a les bo and 
incredible Deluge of: Waters. overflows the 
whole. Earth; and drowns all its. Inhabitants, 
without any other vighle 'or imaginable occaſion 
in the. World :jand: Fob as it leems, the Co- 
mer. only. .a acciden v..paſs'd by, and had no 
lk all in thy Deluge rm radun Java | 


SG How Aa thoſe affects EL bave m6 
be.avoided. upon. the paſl fling-by of t the 
Comet ? We are-not.now in. a. Garteſian,Yortex, 
where fancy and contrivance can introduce. or” 

hiader.jany effect at |pleaſurez;Bu wears;in 

echanital and Experimental Þ whi 
ian inflexible thing, -and- rigt-ar all ſubject £0 
x Anclinetions! + When:the Comet ;therefgre 
juft paſs'd by us, I,dehire ro know: how the 
Earth could: poflibly- avoid  paling through its 


Aces and Tail 2'If it could-not, Pray 
$a Ng would: fall 

[Rena ty op pln would ol 
pours was 5lefe on the” hrs "what could bondar 
their. 
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their becoming Water, and drowning the Earth ? 
I ſhall not, though I eafily' might, carry on the 
Chain of * Queries any longer. Bur if Mr."Ke: 
can fairly Anſwer me theſe few leading Que- 
ſtions, I ſhall” then believe him alike able to 
Anſwer, the reſt, and ſo I ſhall not purſue this 
particular 'any farcher , but leave it -and this 
Whole matter to. his and the Reader's leiſure 
and conſideration. 


Apr. 1. 1698; 


& 


— 


'T: AVING thus finiſhed what I had: to re- 


4 turn to Mr. Ke: ; I ſhall upon this occa- 
ſion conſider ſuch other material Difficulties and 
Objections relating to the New Theory as have 
come: to my knowledge any way , either in 


Print, or in privare Letters ; concealing ſtillthe * 


Names of. thoſe who have been fo kind-as to 


« 


content "themſelves with' the latter method; 
tho” at the Game time ic will 


tho”.at the fan will appear that in many 
eaſes'the Authors need have been no more aſha- 


med of their Ar guments, than any of thoſe who 
have choſen the more publick method, and ap- 


pear'd from the Preſs againſt me: | And I fear 


» 


not to appeal:to:the Perſons concerti'd, for the 


djuſtneſs of my propoſal of theit Ob- 


caſions, "To. 


bers: 


& 4 


* ions and that the returns I now make are 
pencraly ot ſubſtatice* the fame* which my 
private Anſwers contain'd upon che ſeveral oc- 


go on' therefore with the. num 


4-2 
C12) Tbs 
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Ys I2. ). The next ObjeRion i is, "That I "RO dT 
mer inſuperable_ difficulties which have been urg'd 


againſt, the Forming of our. preſent upper Earth from 
th Sediment bf the De bind 


what I of my ſelf "Sx « concerning the na- 


tural Subfiding of char Sediment,” ahd without 


E prior. Diſlolution'of the Oia/Es rth; its com- 
a new Cruſt vo08, it, hadtbeen;once hit 
by any one (44-5, .m& Now whe- 

ther x there be ſuch m/uperab! difficulties, 3 as to the 


zain ſtrokes of. that # Iypothefis, 1 t not © 

Yet SY enough/i i ha: gh ofthe 
Ne cth._politively to. determin-. {'Dr. Wood- 

"wa er Work ought: Ee | 
IF ky venture to L cum EY | 

Hhac Point: 


bg, 1g 5 the Er ella w. this Re RY 
Aiffoultics, may.- appear at the firſt-fighe, 
riſing, "it may 'be, from! a miſyhderſtanding © 
ee particulars relating thereto, and of ſeve- 
ral circumſtances therein to'be der.) yet 
choſe r MAES Sel Bones, Trees, Plants, and 
other Bodics; found in ſo, man Tares in yo” 
Bowels of our prefent Earth, to y nothing 
what was urg'd before, or might be from ol ;-Yo 


arguments, are to me ſo convincing, that "tis 


not 


EL Add... hs "I", 


- regular diſpoſition of Bodies in ſuch a Chaotick Phenom. 


\ the Strata, ſubfiding all the while according to 


k- Ay 
nota few difficulties, nay ſcarce leſs than a de- 
monſtration will perſuade me to the contrary. If 
the non-obſervation ſometimes of the. Law of 
Specifick Gravity, and the conſequent irregular 
Pofition of the Srrara, be the main Objection in 
the caſe, as it ſeems, by this Author, to be, I 
bad obſerv'd and accounted for the ſame. alrea- 
dy in'the New Theory. And certainly if the ir- 


Sediment, with the as irregular Tempeſts and 83. 
Commotions of the Waters, and the conſequent 
removal of feveral Maſſes either ſerled or ferling f 
down from'one place to another, by which the 3 
Order, Craflitude, and Poſition 'of the Strata 2 , 
muſt haye been' ftrangely diverſified, together / 
with all the - other circumſtances : of the Old / 
Earch, and of the Delnge, be confider'd, *twill 

not be ſo ſtrange, that the irregular Poſition of 


their ſeveral Specifick Gravities ,- was diſtutb'd. 
and interrupted without being oblig'd to reje&t 
ſuch an intire Hyporheſis on account hereof, Tt 
will however ( that I ſay ſomething to what is 
here obſery'd from the Learned Dr. Lifter) de- 
ſerve to be confider'd, whether ſome of thoſe 
Subterranean places, where ſuch mighty ſholes 
of Shells are heap'd together, be as proper for. 
their production as thoſe Cavities in. Animals n 
where /tis ſaid ſome have been found, (to-fay 
thing of Knives, Nails, and other things ſome- Xl 
times found in the Bodies of Animals, which 
No body imagins-to have grown there;) ar leaſt 
thoſe Trees,.methinks, which are found buried 
ſo deep.in the Earth, will give ſome foundation 
for that $7 6: I here defend: there having 
been no-inſtanges of wa productions, I ſuppoſe, 
: in 


© 


a 


[26 
in. Animals ; and this Author himfelf,-or rather 
his Nameſake, itt a good humour being willing 
. to allow them as Reliques of che/Deluge, how 
much ſever at” another time he ſeems diſſatiſ- _ 
fied in-that point. . ap” 
- But however that matter ſhall be. determin'd, 
the-main and principal Parts of the New Theory, 
and thoſe in whieh T look upon my ſelf as moſt 
nearly concern'd, are.not very much intereſted 
therein. Thoſe; who, with this Author 'here, 
ſuppoſe the Subterranean Shell-Bones, and Ve- 
aetdbitsy to have gtown originally there where 
they are now. found; may fuppoſe the Waters 
of the Deiuge tgzhave been indifferent, pure, 
and that their Sediiient by. conſequence was leſs: 
confiderable ; -and, may then omit fo man 
the Phenomena and 'their Solutions in the New 
. Theory a$.veter to the-other Opinion, and the 
reſt wil}, I hope, afford themſtill all reaſonable 
ſatisfaction; Nay” farther, Alcho' any, with 
Dr. #odward, ſhould ſee reafons to inſiſt upon' | 
the Diflolution of the Old Earth, and'the Re- | 
{ettlement- of 'the fame again at the Deluge, 
They will yet, Fam. pretty ſure, be, unable to 
' account/for the greateſt Number, and thoſe. the 
' principal P4znomtens of that Deluge, without that 
paſling by of the Comet, which,if T miſtake not, 
Ted Ns ro demonſtrated in the New T heo- 
7y 51,and Upon which the main Reaſonings of 
- oe Mook ;* with - rglation.. co. the Deluge, are 
founded. And tho' what Arguments theſe may 
wige, ſhould. make it, reafonable-ro- add fome- 
What, to, or'alter ſomewhat. inthe .particulars 
in the New: Theory xElating to rhe Sediments of 
, the Flood, yet I think they muſt be far from 
affecing the principal parts of that Book. be 
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caſe my Calculations and Deductions -coneern-. 
ing the. Commencing of the Earth's Diurnal 
Rotation at the Fall, atid 'the paſſage of the 
Comet at the Deluge, with their Conſequences, 
hold true,” (and T have met with nothing hi- 
therto to be oppoſed to *em,) I ſhall go near to 
teave the other coincident Point of the Sub- 
cerratiean Bodies to ſuch as are more capable 
Judges of thoſe matters, and freely give them 
leave to believe what they ſhall! have good evi- 
dence for in” that” caſe'; tho? at'the ſame time 
TI muſt needs profeſs,” that the Arguments for 
what I have aſſerted, 'even 'on that Head, ap- 
pear'to me ſo cogent, that as” hitherto I have 
not, fo I do not hereafter much expe to meet 
with Reaſons ſufficient to alter my opinion 
therein. | Mo j 

But here, before T proceed, give me leave to 
vindicate my ſelf fom an Aſperſion thrown on 
me by the” Author of this laſt Objeion ; viz, 
The ' Quoting Dr. Woodward's Eſſay for ſeveral 
Obſervations, which *tis ſaid he was not the pri- 
mary Author of, and depriving thereby the firſt 
diſcoverers of their deſerved *commendations. 
Now if this be fo, and thoſe things which I 
have cited out of that Efay be owing to the 
Pains of others, and not” his own, (tho' I am 
not ſatisfied how that matter ſtands, nor am 
ready to believe 'the Door fo great a Plagiary 
as fome would make' us believe,) I ſincerely 
profeſs that I was wholly ignorant of it; and 
if any thing of that nature have been done, the 
Author of that Eſſay, not of 'the New Theory, is 
accountable for ic. T neither am, nor pretend 
to be Mafter of much Skilt 'in the Hiſtory of 
Learning; of the natural Hiſtory of the Earth ; 
ab Cr and 


A IC MY or ont 


[28] 
and this Author very rightly takes notice, that 1 
bawe not ſhewn a Jos, 
matiers (which yet methinks might have been 
more eaſily excus'd'in a young (however thoughtful) 
Divine, as I am ſti'd a little before. )\ My own 
| Studies and Inclinatjons, to ſay nothing of ſome 
other circumſtances, have lain ſomewhat ano- 
ther way.; and+I do not know any obligatian 
upon me, invitMinerys, to force my ſelf.into 
them. LI did therefore; I think, what Prudence 
dictated in the caſe ;z where-my own Stock fail'd, 
I had recourſe to-the more Skilful ; particularly 
to. Dr. Burnet's Enquiries as to the Ancient Tra- 
ditions and DoAtines of the Philofophers3 and 
to. Dr. Woodward's Eſſay, juſt then made publick, 
as:toithe preſent Phanomena of the, Earth. Both 
of them, in their ſeveral kinds, had methought 
extraordinarily perform'd their parts, ſo far as'I 
had occaſion to make uſe of them ; and Both of 
them being Extant before any of my own No- 
tions were known to others,” or almoſt diſco- 


verd by myſclf,. I thought, whatever partiality - 


they. could poſſibly be ſuſpected of, with regard 
to their own ſeveral Hypotheſes ; yet with regard 
to mine their atteſtation could nor but be deem'd 
valid arid unprejudic'd,..and fo nor unfit forme 
in thoſe circumſtances to rely upon. When 
© therefore. I obſery'd that almoſt all which was 
matter of Ancient Tradition, or of fa& ; almoſt 


all thar, agreed with Scripture, and requir'd no-. 


_ thing immechanical or:miraculous in *em both, 
did cafily. fall in., with my own Notions, and 
Calculations ;  In-parricular , when 1 obſerv'd 
hat. che Warers ob whe Deluge, and their con- 
re | Bodies, ,would naturally arrive -at. that 
yer race wobogrg whichiDe, /egderd thought 


T6 


wind or clear knowledge in thoſe 
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[ 29 ] 
his Phenomena forc'd him to' bring *em to with 
bis own ſtrange- Hypotheſis of the Difſolution of 
the Old Earth : and that conſequently what Evi- 
dence he had for bis own, would in all probabi- 
lity be ſtronger on the ſide of »y Hyporheſis 5 T 
made no farther delay or enquiry, but ſet down 
things from thoſe Authors ( whom I almoſt a- 
lone had gpportunity to conſult, - and whom 
accordingly I every-where quote in the Margin) 
as they-now ſtand in the New Theory. This 1s 
a true and fair account of che matter, andfauch 
as I hope ( whatever it do as to the. weakening 
the Opinion of my abilities, which I ſhall not 
endeavour to raiſe beyond the truth } will-free 
me from any juft Imputation' of deſign, or 4iſre- 
ſfpe# to any: of which T am not in the leaſt 
conſcious to my ſelf, and of which 'T think I 
have not given any Indications in” the New 


Theory. 


And truly as to what this Author in the laſt 
plate is pleas'd to repeat again, notwithſtanding 
his diſcovery of a. noble Genius in the Formation of 
my Syſtem, and his unwillingneſs to accuſe me of any 
UND Ener 0s deal concerning /my afcribing the 
Obſervations of other Eminent Philofsphers to 
one of my own Acquaintance, who-may do as much 
for me another time ; I think he is not uſt and fair 
to me. I have never-bad the honour of any 
Acquaintance with the Perſon he:'means ; nei- 


ther. have I, in my treating that Perſons Hypotbe- N.T. Phe- 
_ſ#,ſhew'd any ſuch favour or partiality as ſhould 30m. 71: 


induce-any one to paſs ſo ſevere a cenfure upon 
me.- But I ſuppoſe he has receiv'd ſome wrong. 
information, which has occafion'd this refieci- 


on ;- which 1 have ſo much charity as heartily 


ro-forgive him, tho' T am certain I'have not de- 


ferved it at his hands. = (13.) Ts 


. [30 Ti . 


Dr. Nichols (123.) *Tis allkedg'd againſt'\mey That 'my Mecha- 
ad Confe- kb gs bore Sos pen lies it Was no divine 
rence itn. Fudgmnt for the World's Wickedneſ: 3 but from the 
" Teceſſity of he Motion of the Comet and Farth, muſt 
have happen'd whether Men bad repented or not '; 
and ſo induces a rigid fatality : And withal *tis ſaid, 
' That tho' Miracles, 4. e. a violent perturbation of 1a= 
taral Laws, be not uſualy yet a Providential Inter- 
Poſition in particular Events is, ard muſt be own'd 
to be ſo; or elſe the Foundation of Devotion and Re- 

ligion is gone. | 


Now as to-a 1pid Fatality. *Tis ſtrange my 
Theory ſhould be built on. ic, when I'm ſure T 
never imagin'd ſuch a thing, nor in my opinion 
or practice at all differ from'other Chriſtians in 
thoſe things relating thereto. Ibelieve the ſame 
as to the Succeſs of Prayer, the Intereſt of the 
Divine Providence; and the Deluge's being a 


proper Effect 'thereof, as any other Chriſtian 
does : And were not-this Objetor ſo hot, and 
engag'd .in.the Point, 'methinks all this 45 viſible 
in- my Book. Now the Original of chis Man's 
miſtake is. the ſame, as is the Original of their 

— miſtake in the arguing apainſt- the Liberty"of 
Will, fromthe Certainty of the Divine Preſcience, 
and of Prophecy depending thereon : and when 
you have rightly: conſfider'd the latter, I imagin 
you *will eaſily reaify your miſtake in' the for- 
mer Caſe. You ſay the Flood wonld have hap- 

. pen'd, whether Men had been Wicked or not, 
becauſe. the Comet' was approaching. Let me 
argue in the other caſe: The Flood would as 
' Certainly have happen'd however, from theCer- 
rainty of che Divine Preſcience which foreſaw 
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it, If you anſwer, The Divine Preſciehce fore- 
ſaw the Sins as well as the Puniſhtnent : So'fay 


'T, It forefaw the Sins,. and therefore Originally 


diſpos'd the Comet's Courſe for the Puniſhment: 
which if Men had amended; would. have been 
foreſeen, and fo the Comer  atherwiſe diſpos'd 
of -at firſt, And certainly the fame Anſwers 


every-where will ferve in my Caſe, which can 


be alledg'd in the other, on which mine wholly 
depends. And truly I was fo fully fatisfcd in - 
Dr. Barnet's Anſwer in this Caſe formerly, (and 
obſerve Mr. F#arren to have fo little to fay to it 
in his Geologia, P. 126.) that I uſually thought 
thoſe. who could not clear this Point to their 
own Minds, not capable of Philoſophick Theo- 
ries. This Objetor does well diſtinguiſh the 
particular Jnterpoicn of Providence from a Mira-+ 


3 cle, and ſays our Prayers depend on the former. 


It.may be fo, for ought chat IT am ſure of to the 

contrary ; and however, *tis beſt to ſuppoſe ic in 

ont Devotions, as-I always do, and the Scrip- 

ture always does." But ſeeing the other Notion 

is equally ſuitable to Religion, comes to the ve- 
ry ſame at laſt, and will be of vaſt uſe in caſe of 
the other parts of Nature yet to be diſcover'd, be 
found reducible to as'fixt Laws as thoſe we al- 
ready know, certainly 'are ; as giving a clear 
'account of the Conſiſtency. of a ſetled Courſe of 
Nature, with the conſtant Interpoſition' of Pro- 
vidence ih the World. - I confeſs: I am pretty 
confident'of the Truth, as well as fully ſatisfied 
of the Uſe of my Account of theſe matters. 
My- own Reputation may be. blaſted among 
fome:warm Perfons (tho' I find few competent 
Jadpges flick. at this point). by my maintaining 
this Opinion :; But -I fear Religion among the 
OY © ng | | $3 Deiſts - 


C32] 


Deifs will ſuffer more without it. Thofe who 
are, angry at me, believe the Bible, and fo will 
not be hurt, but only .difpleas'd at my Notion. 
But thoſe who finding Nature conſtant, know 
not how to. bring in, or. believe a Providence, 
will be really hurt without ſuch an account as I 
have given ;_ and where only my own Intereſt 
is on' one ſide, and that of Re igion. on the other, 
F think T can cheerfully ſubmit to ſome degrees 
of Popular Odium, if it ſhould be my hard for- 
tune to incur it, without any reaſon : which yet 
the reception I have generally met with, gives 
me no reaſon to expect. | 


Dr.Nichole- (14-) 'Tis alledg'd, That by turning the days of | 
Creation into years, 1 am too bold, and not wery. 
conſiſtent with” my own Hypo: heſis 5. that neither the 

' facred Stile , where days are ſo often usd for years, 
implies any thing 3 becauſe thoſe words of tame are in; 
+ all Languages us'd indifferently : hor the Profane Te 
ſtimonies, becauſe they ſeem jo more to countenance 
my Hypotheſis than Dr. Burnet's ; and in truth were 
only unintclligible Paradoxes com'd, as n[ual, inthoſe 
Ages ; and of which miny more might be brough: 
to ſupport other fancies ; or at beſt were but explica- 
tions of the perpetual Spring , which was a fancy. of 
the Poets for the Golden Apes. | Soy 
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But ſure, this /is too looſe arguing to be op-. 
pos'd to all the poſitive'Evidence I have alledg'd 
in this caſe. T can demonſtrate to 'none bur 
ſuch as gu all my Po ulota, the 34d of which 
is here {et afide ; and'if any think *em preca- 
rious ,- they muſt look for  berter ſatisfaction. iri 

. other Authors.” *Bar® however,, I'do not turn 
#oys into "years 5 but deny their diſting a: x 


a 


[ 33 ] 
fore the. Fall : And in truth the Vulgar Expoſi- 
rorgought as well to: prove that their days then 
were of the preſent length ; as I that they were 
equal zo years ; ſince there is no particular ind- 
mation in the Words how long” they were ; 
nay, 'whoever conſiders, whae;will-I hope ere 
long be demonſtrated, that days are only in two 
places of the Scripture denominated by Eweni 
Mornings, the one here, and the other in Daniel; 
and that *tis evident in 
years, will not” be. averſe from. believing the 
former to denote the ſame alfo. ' Beſides,-I have 
already deny'd that all words of time are us'd 
wholly promiſcuouſly in: Scripture; and am 
confident the contrary is not to be prov'd there- 
from, But as to the prophane Teſtimonies ; thoſe 
who'can 'give a" rational account of *em;” will 
never ya 'em:/- And whatever is. here in the 
general-faid, I refer my ſelf to the. conſiderin 

Reader whether T have not demonſtrated thoſe 
Amicient Philoſophers to agree better 'to mine 
thanito Dr. Burnet's Hypotheſis.” | Biit inſtead of 
a:farther Anſwer here, I ſhall: add another con- 
firmation of the ſame nature, which'fince 'my 
Book was publiſh'd. was diſcover'd by a Friend, 
and communicated to me : which I muſt own to 
be a-nitich more remarkable Teftimony than any 
of thoſe I formerlyiinſiſted on; which therefoge I 
ſhall recommend'to the Reader's confideration ; 


". 


7 


the latter they ſignify. y, 7p. 84. 


and *tis this ; -*T'was the Aﬀertion of Empedocles, V;d. Plur. 
That- in» the Primitive Conſticution of | things, ge pjze. 
the: Day, did 73 Cyadumogiri# Ar, by: reaſon of Philoſoph.! 


the ſlowneſs: of the Sun's courſe, was equal to 
Te Months,” Which if we allow either to zefer © 


L. 5. C. 18, 


tothe time when the Civil year ( as the” Roman yg.cvj;. 


before Numa Pompilias) had but. 10 Months ; or c. 2s, 
| | . — 


- Bars hichgh. 
- common acceptation of che Word Day;) accords 
ſo exactly with my Hypotheſis, /as it ſtapds' at 


Dr. Mikes, I 


| Dr Niels, 


& Fruns. 
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day time alone, T mean:the ſpace of the 
being-.above -the \Horizon, ( w 


preſenc, that» nothing can do more ſo': and 


coming ſo late, ſo unexpedted, and yet ſo intire- 


ly” home to our poine , is juſtly:, I dhjnk, 
to be look'd on as "ray, in the preſent 


hs 


— 
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(1 »R "Tis: ſaid. I havs wif iremd" nid ro 
þ apple e-4 double courſe of Rain at the Deluge. 


This is; matter of ſmall coafequencl ; for 

of aq oharuih gofiatle od Ge 
mo e to acre ry,'an 

have accordingly accounted forit'; ſo inccafe- it 
were not{o, no 
reſt of my. "Theory : for as; if the CO 
was exadaly in [the plain of the Echprick, the 
Earth would fall ſecond time "into ' it, unleſs 
; Ks \Tail-was |very thort ; ſo'if- either 'of thoſe 
_ cixcurnſtances| were ot 
only determine. from the effects, there could be 
no ſecond ypotheſis. | 
All-which 1s ſaid more with regard to others no- | 
tions than ny own : for T 


4p. dry 


of Rain upon my- 


2hen V, 


no great harm' would accrue to'the 


te, which we' can 


I ſee no'man- 


on to-recede in ehis'poinc from whac 
already i in:the New "Tiſbory, © | 


£46) PTis is ſaid: tha by ſuppoſing. Seas. wheat 
rhe Blood Toontradits the known Phazno- 
” mature:;' for 
raid, they anuſt neceſſarily ok into gr 'ss end 
a9 heyy 3-4 


' aud Steams are 


a 


& 


. Even in. 
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But ſure this/is too haſty a Coneluſion ; and 
if the, Moon has, Seas, as is generally .allow'd, 
"ris. contrary to the: known: appearances of that 
Fog : to ſay . nothing of. any.of the others. 
certainly the long ſpaces at ſome times, 
on ſome Regions, which are without Clouds, 
xelenc ſtare of things, when yet 
vaſt quantifies of. Vapors continue in the Air, 
nos on: Anſwers.to this Argument. *Tis, 
T. chink, the Wind, and the irregular Conden- 
frion. and deſcent "of the ſuperior and inferior 
Vapors. which occaſion'thoſe. thick Maſles in the 
Air -we call Clouds, and thoſe ſhowers conſe- 
quent .thereapon, and not any ng velonging 


hs 


to.the Antediluvian Earth. 


»C cp) *T45 Objefted, with great FA if ACEUTACY, 
mn 49 days.or, 96 gays but a very ſmall quanti- 

by JV afurs 4000, times 4s rare as our Ajr could 
laſeend,; wwithin which ſpaces yet the Rains at the De- 
luge, muſ be, confn'd « for as Vapors now condenſe 
and fall about a mile in fix hours, when they co poſe 
the dew; ſo wapours 4000 times rarer. would be 
4oo0etimes as long before. they would - deſcend; ſo 
that eery Mile of the Comets Vapor ( at leaſt that 
of -the Tail) muſt be 1000, days, or almoſt 3 jears in 
condenſing into rain ; and. ſo by conſequerice 7 50000 
Miles of this Vapor muſt be almoſt three times 7 50000 


_ years before it be all condens'd and FR apon the 
Earth. 


Now i in Anſwer tothis.I ſay, Here isa groſs 
mibake. that. every Mile of the Comer's Va- 
+ ub a-diftin&t time of condenſing, 
As they all fell at.once upon 
the-Earth at firlt , fo thoſe of the ſame degree of 


rareneſs 


Dr. Nichols, 


Dr. Nichols. 


-- appear” muth leſs 


[ 36.]. - 
rarenefs would generally be'condens'd and-def- _ 
And 2x os Vapor be IG Serra 
as the Vapors, being'o 

nels, and Bn ences would 
Hd effively deſcend and cauſe *continual Rains 3 
ſo I think the ſpaces of 4  andoF'g6 days, ſuffi. 
cient to confine the laſt of *em reſpe&tively. 
The Altitude, and where the Air is 4000! 'rimes 
as rare as with us, and whence, by conſeq 

the higheſt would deſcend from, 15 not ſo many 
Miles as one would ima; ine, (as the Torricellian 
Tube, By its different height, atthe foot atid top 
of Mountains aſſures us) [nor indeed "any qther 
than very well agrees with the 4o and 96 "days 
of deſcent, which are neceflary in the preſence 
caſe, as on a fair Calculation, will , I bilieve, 
eaſily appear ; tho' *tis fo impoſſible to ſtate all 
the points re claring to this ' matter very "nicely, 
ink it;hardly worth white to'ft about 
it, ſince the general conſideration hereof doesfo 
W exp rake. off the force © of 'the Preſence 


7 AY 'T; is 1 that becauſe as bodies if 6 2 
their Perihelia than 54a Pris 
probable their Tales dre Sno k, and not Vapor ; and 
that rhe Earth of the Coniets was by the San's heat 
evaporated, and compoſed the Tail. © 


Now ef ge this is to me os, that oh - Cn. | 
oo Th 4 Coun. | "hy much leſs ar the 


Tail. of he rank bs. kn: tr 
to be ratiti' d'or elevated in 


} 
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"a Vapors AP: cc when I ſce ſhowers of Duft 


or-Smoak as common as thoſe of Rain, :I may 
beitemp = to doubr of this point , but hardly 
before ;*eſpecially if we regard the Tail. in its 
Heſcent From the cold 'Regions, which, "muſt 
rtainly-be' Vapor, cill the violence of the heat 


oe Bert doth mix other Earthly Bodies 


therewith.” 'Tho' if much Smoak were among 
the Vapors, I ſee ' not what great harm would 
eulls torby Hypotheſis thereby. 


F 19.) Tis ſaid Noah 07 the Ark muſt Os D: Nichet® 


beers ſcoreh'd of burnt by the beat of ihe Comet and 
its Atmbſpbere, if they came as near as my Hypotheſis 


TCqRITES. 


'To'omit bekkche place of Noah and the Ark 
( In that Hemiſphere of the Earth which eſeap'd 
ry nt of bs Vapors ; and; fo. le 
bare awry been. nenge if hot , wo be cool' 
ere they became Rain JI pray what harm cobld | 
a Cotnet, "tho' xo times as. hot as the Earth 
(which yet is too great a helit in the deſcent to 
the Sun ) at the diſtance .of at ut 30090. miles, 
do toit? For tho} the: met.w hich Mr. Newton 
wag "were heated prodigioully, and would 
ol in A very long time 3--yer this revolving 
in In ſach an Orbit as my Figure ſuppoſes , ſu- 
ſtaining but the 6oth partof the heat, and revol- 
ig, if the TrajeQories were ſimilar, not un- 
der:20'times the period of the other, is nocliabls 
to the ſame comipucations ; or oiight to occaſion 
the fame Iifficulties : ; which if the other. had 


_—_— - © vg might juſtly haye been al- 


(20.) 7 


es ne eee er Ee IA ee en eee name 
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Mr. B. 


FIN: '. .. Pe 
Fi £2 7 is « Obed, wi vp Trop p fra 


erent. bo ing the Earth aud 

e ſpecies Ihe gg of 1be.\Mes —_ 

its pg tizne allo ; on the cotit ipuance « - which 

laft fo. much depends 3 for at the Comets 'A droach it 
#1 fore it came - either of. *em, Graw 


a aer and accelerate, em - differently ,. and. 
ws paſt *em, 5 00H do t $1 Pres 
the iffcrom diſt ancis of the one and the of 

the Comet ; and by, reaſan of the” proportional Mt 
traion. of the one commencing before that. 4. 198 
other. 


ſo alſo gic Ch 7 1) HEMP 
A. Sin or below em. bath, i h 
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n. Revolt | 
would Hl remain, .So that when the Moon's 
Egcentricity could-be no. other way caus'd by 
| the 
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the Comet than I conjecur'd , in which the 
Period of the Moon would till be preſery'd, all 

fears may- be at an end. Tho” I hegr- 
tity. thank this Objecor for putting me; upon 
clearing fo ſubſtantial a paint,; in which the 
eh the New Ti aſs was lo deeply 'con- 
ern 


(21.) That our Earth ſhould have been dnce > 
Comet ſeems - nos probable, becauſe in all paſt Hi- 
ftory no dt her Comer has been obſery'd 1» Pop and be- 
rome . @ Planet ; which one would imagine ſhould 
now and then have happen d fince the Moſaick 
Creation. 


\ For Anſwer to which I ſay, That as th «Fai 
is incofiſiderable in Rn. of che VUiiverls 
or the Solar Syſtem ſo 1 believe is 6000 or7900 


P, 15f4 


Mr. 8" \ Ws 


s,' (the. P Period 1 ſuppoſe of its durati 
an more about oo is hy reach of 6 ; | 


Aſtronomical. Hi iſtories ] ' to. (the, MP eecok ue of 
the' whole Syſtem. So that tho' we have no 
Com hg of -an _ Earth FEA -from As 
et is is. no. great Qi ry, in 
Sf belore Worlds are .nor form'l & 
Age, nor eg every. thopſandch Age ne- 


AE) Why ſhoteld not Pf Comet , a, which 1 Me. 8; 


gut the Deluge bave been Jeen ma many days befars 


phy rag Earth , wo 14 in apy to 


Fl 


| In Anſwer to which t "Gay, That if it. wers 
| - 20s haps ic waz, and fo the memory of 
: + happening apap it it preſerv'd; which 
ons 


[40 ) 
Sdlut.93. one of m Solutions wilt eaſily permit any..one 

to ſup - yer. becauſe its neareſt a ann 
P.314 was indiernible to thoſe who' Survird 

| becauſe withal 'twas 'not then imaginable , 

"that a blazing Star could drown the World; or 
indeed- could approach the Earth at all, *tis nor 
to be expected that any Ancient Hiſtory ſhould 
aſcribe the Flood to it. 


| oy th, ga . it: enlquns 
8 my 


| Un Oy to dc I "mf iinctrty 
o\ fo far: true as to take away the 
diff E point B, and the' Peribelion ; 
which T before affign'd, upon a "general view, 
and before any trial by computation. n. Nay, muſt 
wg own. that” the above-mention'd inward 
| Icy on of its nearnefs, does over- 


L Fer\time of. the outward ; and 
: oy the he B. muſt berather'on the other {ide of 
the Perihbelion. But then T muſt ſay ? tis on Cal- 
culation .ſ6 ſmall, as is wholly inconſiderable ; 
ad the point B, and the Peribelion coincident : 
which being thus | granted, unleſs we canfind the 
mocion-of the Perikelh on to have been flower 
than 


& RA Een Soap 
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c . than Mr. Flamftead's Table, which I alone men- 
h tion'd before, allows, this, will be a ſhrew'd 
d difficulty in the prefent cafe, and deſtroy one 
of the” beſt Foundations of the New 'Theory. 


3 
Cr , 
ſt Now in this Enquiry I find that Mr. Newton's P. 473. 
d - computation 4 priori corrected , allows bur 53; 
degrees to the motion of -the Perih:/ion ſince the 
Deluge : That Mr. Street's 'Tables.are very near- 
e MM 1y for the ſame:number, viz. 55319; Nay, that 
» Tycho's Tables allow only. 53; ſo that if we take 
'- { 2a mean 513, this will bring the Per:beljon at the 
T7 | Delugeto theveryday the 17thdegree of Taurns, 
” and the x7th day of the ſecond Month., Which 
» RM laſt computation of Tycho's, -as it was that Þ firit 
L obſerv'd, ſo now I finding it lo near the exacteſt | 
Je compttartions of others I. acquieſce in one very | q 
75 near it :\and/am-not difpleas d that, by» means 


e, of this coincidence, .the-very day of the-be- 
- WU ginning' of the Deluge may amet be af- 
| ſign'd already ; and when the Peribelion's: mo» 
tion is better fix'd , may. perhaps be perfed, 
ſo; to the ſtill greater confirmation. :of . a 

thoſe- coincidences, which of themſelves have 
appear'd fo remarkable 4n,the caſe. 


-@ = 


> 


5 Mo (d.» we 3 om Os Au PUT 


AP. PEN D-1 Xe 


JT] JP O N. this Occaſion I think *tis proper 
Lw.p.19- LÞ to.own and corredt a miſtake ih the New 
Theory : where the Axir of 4 Cone is affirmed 
ro pals throngh che Frews of 'the Ellip/ia, gene- 
rated thereon: which miſtake, 'as Fam now ſa- 
on + it is, tho' it were an illuſtration only, 
d of no farther conſequence, yer ought to be 
reaify'd; which therefore I hereby do, -as 
far is T'am able ; andHope this free confeflion 
will ptocnre as free pardon from every onewho 
confiders_ that himſelf is fiot wholly- free from 
Ertors and Miſtakes. © 
Ir may.not perhaps be here, upon this oeca- 
fron, irtiproperalſo to ittiprove as welll as corre 
the New Theory, and make fone few additions 
to it, and where they 6uphr to be inſerted the 
Margin will dire& the Reader. a 
Poſt.z Co-. ,.. £o70ll..) Since the number of years fiom the 
roll. Solur, Deluge till the fixing the preſent period of Hu- 
33 _,man Life in the days of Moſes,is according to the 
Sevonglogy of the Sepruagint.atleaſt equal to thar 
from the Creation to the Deluge, according to 
the Hebrew; ( from which latter the Calculations 
of this' 33d Phenomeyon are made). and ſince 
 withal the lives of Men at a Medium were du- 
ring that ſpace from the conjoint Teſtimonies 
of both the Hebrew and Sepryagint about 265 
: | years 3 


s » Þ; "+. bits b-/ IL 4 
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years.z, 'Tis cafy on.the grounds proceeded,on 
here to prove, that in Cafe the Sepr, 3, 4 
CONngy be receiv'd; the World muſt have 
ch 


been much more popblots inthe days of Moſes, 


than it Þ at'preſent;; and that by conſequence 


Mankind has not increas'd but decreas'd in ntim- 
ber ſince thoſe ancient Gays 3 "contrary the 
moſt undoubted' marter of Fat in all the paſt 


' and preſent Ages of the World. $0 that” *cis 


evident.chat not only ſome pretended vaſt Num- 
bers of years of the Egyprian Dynaſties or Chineſe 
Reigns, with afy other extravagant compurati- 
ons of thoſe kinds, enlarging the time fincethe 
Deluge, bur alſo.the additional years introduced 
by the Seprmapint, nay , or the” Samiritan Pentu- 
teuch are falſe ; and contrary to the certain ac- 


count of che increaſe of Maiikind in theſe latter 


| Ages; of the World. Upon the whole therefore 


no other accounts of the Ancient titnes, -what-" 

ever ſome have . imagin'd , have 'rationa! Evi- 

dence, and the Pen of Nature'on their 

ſides ; but choſe' which the H:brew Verity delivers 

eo us. oy 

Corollary. It may here deſerve our[Notice that @ _,, _. 
tho* the preſenc Period of Human Lite was ge- $01ye. 4g 
nerally  fixt in the days, of Moſes 3" yet ſeeing 
ſuch things are gradual, and. ſooner reduc'd to 
a Standard in ſome Families , Countries, and 
Situations than others ;. it ſeems not neceſlary, 
nay not probable thar the Period was Univerſaly 
reduc'd. to the loweſt at the time aflipned.. $ 
that if in the next Period we'find fome inftan- 
ves of Longevity which are" hardly to, be pa- 


rallell'd.r OW, it will beno more than. may, nay, 
tha 2p reaſon ro be expected in uch a caſe” 
Thus there 


is no'ccaſen to be ſurptiz'd that 340- 
D- 4 | Jes 


16. hereby very, ealy,: ak 1d. 
Tate: 0 Rt. chiggs/ in x thol 


Ls = 7 Ln at "ek End & che] oh ſcri 
pre "The: maig* Jody & the. 55Ins, 
as ca las © f gle wg of Fudah. afd, Ben 
retired, 08. COIs Ht Ad With 


elves Þ7-] 

n of. Cyr«s and his Sueceſſors 
in iy. a ow IE Re Lk is, Ic hfef6," a new 
con Iſs _ 90d racy, to what oſephu; really 
does. andthe Sacre wage is ſuppos'd to. de- 
brerouching this Hy t when 'tis better 
conlider'd, :I imagine bo us will be found 

"dE ver f ſomewhat doe 4 Wil aft us to redti-. 
fy "bis - Aﬀection, and” the nt: nf Books will be 
found lo 


ths and wet? EE ; 4 db  belofif”exp 
Zra 2. I. hes ws 
Neb 1.5, of Gra and that out F Palylm only. % 4a 
that 


Ul 


£451. 
at th Fen. Tribes, did not rprtieeaiive pre- 
nely after,” or in the following Reigns, par- 
in the'2d. of Darius, 'or the. 7th or 


ſelf, 'and not agreeable to the Scriptures, nor to 
thaw Aﬀerrion of Toſephus” on which I vpn 


ts Corollary, 'and which I now: come to' ex- 


n. The - Hibs Number” of choſe who re- 
- eurned out of "Captivity is' not. ſer Jown' in 
ctipture ; but is by * Foſepbus ; and *tis thus : 
NR napdAatoy 4 &Tvgophror #1 1© mv namiay 
yep roroy fy wverdds EC" 25 - pet? The total 
Summ of thoſe 2ho returned, above 'the Ape- of 
twelve Years, was 4628000, without including 
the Lewites or their Families. Now if we ſup- 
_ 'this Summ taken 'out- of the Old Fewlh 


ecords, and that they, as in.the Scriptures, 


included only the Males, as *'tis reafonable to 
do, it will appear thar fo great a Number muſt 
e to the whole twelve' Tribes, not to' thoſe 
"Fudab and Benjamin alone, as Joſephus aſſerts. 
For ſeeing the Tribes of Fudah and Benjamin 
rogether, in the former numbering of *em by. - 
David, were of Males above twenty Years old, 
or- that-drew the Sword, about 5o0ooo , and 
that after the allowance 'for their increaſe ar 
the rare of doubling in-360 Years, confider'd 
with that mighty Diminution of *em by Pekab, 


Te Bartle, cheir Number at this their Return 
om Babylon could-'not be much above one 
illion ; .. as on Calculation will appear. 
This mighry Number in - Foſephut thay juſtly 
ſem 'tnuch we al for the two 'Tribes, nay 
to: the" full 1a 98. Bough! for the twelve to » 
mn # as any ons, who*frony the intire Num 


in 


25th + Artaxerxes is," T think, improbable in it- 


the'King of Iſraels\flaying 326000 of *em in. 


Antiq. 1: 
I I" CG 4+ 


mention'd. Noo = by bus peo gu No nl 
Grevian Empires, the A/monean or Maceabean, 
a6 Herodian Ric, rill cheir. Sanoolen and ut- 
| and ulti e Diſp lio L368 Ro-- 
wow under Titus Veſt vn This Bk ervation 
and. Cofollary might eatly ly be. LA ficmied ed from 
other Arguments. But chat would be 
greſs. tog much from my Poine, Ye who, 
may ſee ſome. omplrmacons 4n ts ; 
Uſber cakes ages of ('tho' wit lign , 
prove .what.I ſay.), at the, Year © . 
_ To. which, (e's with his own. ou 


vations. hereafcer,, I refer the-Reader. .. hs 


S:cholium Tis. perhaps worth, qur. "Ba ut ; 5 
>oſtCorol." molt-mens Nori ns. of che time.; the _abatiy 
2Solut.6r. of the Voters 06.59 Ul e Dc Lug $08 &; P 
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mh the Waters were abated, and the Ark 


fod-org; rm, wi row a5 the —_ 
afi may be ftill part of the ſame, ſo the. reſt of 
them t require a hundred or two hundred 
Years before they arriv'd at or near to their pre- 
ſent ſubſidence and condition. And this, I think, 
is che truth of the caſe, and is ſo far from con- 
traditing. the Sacred Hiſtory, that'ic may. be 
eſtabliſh'd by an. Obſervation or. two . from 
thence, as well as by the preſent Phenomena of 
Nature. As to the Sacred Hiſtory of. Moſes, 'tis 
firſt:evidenc, chat the. Mountainous Regions a- 


| bout Ararat or Cautzſw., eſpecially: ſince they 


'were, from tny' Hypotheſis, particularly Elevated | 
above the reſt, might, be wholly. clear of the 
Waters in'a year's time; and yer the lower 
Plains and Valleys'i inia-yery"difftrenc Caſe, and 
Aill co a t depth- pn the Water: And 
*tis*as evident, 21y,” That. we have no authen- 


| ut Account of the. lower Plains, being become 


y and habitable, ever in Regions more eleva- 


© xe@ chan rilany-others, L-mean abour che mid- 


Parts of our Continent, ill the Building of 
Rubely 'the 'Confulioh-.of  Langoages, . and the 
Dilperfion of the Navidys over-the Earth; none 
of which- d before-the-Second Century 


' from 


s, chi on the /ivemeenth Day of the ſe= Genz8, 3.4, 
os the Mountains of Ararat : That .on the ver. 5. 


1467p” forth That 0n*the Day of the ver. 11. 
HH the Thor were bed up f of the Earth. 


3 & xr then = tothe pelee's | 


Corol. 2. 
EE poſt Solur. 
y G13. Mr. 
þ.” Ray s Phy- 
fico The- 
olog. Diſ-_ 
- courſes , 
\ P. 28, 29. 
ad Edi. 


the Surface-of the..Ogean- adjoining art yet 
4 a__ the Pipd: 


: *ris 29 the. very top Stratum of all almoſt 'as'evi- 


Fas] 


ak taken wi tn a ſubſidence of the Wa- 


BO RO” 


may deſerve; to be be confider'd ; and *tis This. 
That the Chineſe are the Offipring'of Neat him- 
ſelf after'the Flood, /and not 'deriv'd from-any 
- of: his other poſterity 'Shem, Ham, or Fapher, 
a5the itihabicants of the reſt of the World'are: 
'This Conjetture depends on the following Rea- 
ſons.” (4.) The' account of t p-. 4 Poſterity ,of 
Shem, Ham, 'and Fapher, and of their diſperſion, 
'gives'no hinr of Aly that went ſo far Eaft as 
China,"as Think is plain fromthe beſt expoli- 
; of the” roth of Geneſis, where thar macter is 
fly treated of.” (2. Since the difperſion of 
Poſte erity: of Shem, Ham, and faphet appears 
havebegun abouc Babylon, a Counitrey ſo re- 
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